Urea synthesis in hepatocytes isolated from young and old rats.
Effects of glucagon and epinephrine stimulation on urea synthesis from lactate, pyruvate, NH4Cl, and ornithine in isolated rat hepatocytes from young and old rats were compared. It was found that the production of urea from those substrates was almost the same in both age groups. The concentrations of hormones that caused the maximum effect were the same for both groups of rats. The effectiveness of the stimulation of urea synthesis by glucagon and epinephrine was the same in hepatocytes isolated from young and old rats.